Khama
shoots or discontented and dwindling remnants
of other tribes which from time to time had
sought sanctuary. Over these the Bamangwato
chiefs ruled, accepting their tribute and often
oppressing them as vassals. Many of them
came in Khama's time to escape from cruel
slavery in the hope that, though still slaves,
they might find life a little more bearable. To
their surprise, they found themselves treated as
human beings; the chief actually spoke to them
as " my children " ; they were permitted to own
cattle and land, and were able to live in peace
and security. Selous, the famous hunter, de-
scribes the effect of this treatment upon the
Bakalahari, a miserable nomadic clan of savages
who had wandered over the burning sands of
the Kalahari Desert, living on roots and reptiles,
with an occasional feast on a trapped eland,
"joyless, soulless, hopeless animals, believing
nothing^ and often the prey of the lions and
hyenas with whom they shared the deserts.
These pariahs of the veld were transformed
under Khama's rule into happy, contented,
pastoral people, and became the most loyal of
his subjects.
And so, day after day, month after month,
- far fifty years, Khama has " earned on,'* He
has been described as one of the busiest men in
the world.
Soon after Khama became chief, disaster
Ml upon the tribe. The harvest f ailed> through
drought, and soon the food supplies gave out*
Famine, gaunt and ghastly, stalked through the
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